THE STALIN  CONSTITUTION
In Chapter X the new Constitution also assures to all the
inviolability of the person and of the home and the secrecy of the
post. It grants freedom of speech, the Press, of meetings and street
demonstrations and processions. It should be noted that such rights
are not mere paper rights limited by the economic position of
large classes of the citizens as is the case, to a certain extent, in
many of the Western democracies.
The workers (by hand and brain) and their organizations are
assured by the Constitution of being supplied with printing estab-
lishments, public buildings, and all other means required for the
practical realization of these rights.
The one thing which is not permitted by the Constitution is
any agitation or action for the restoration of capitalism or land-
lordism in the U.S.S.R. They are evidently not prepared to run
any risk of losing the fundamental gains of the Soviet Revolution
for the sake of assuring such liberties to the individual This is
in complete accordance with Lenin's thesis as set out briefly
above.
Accordingly, whilst Article 126 empowers Soviet citizens to
form associations such as trade unions, co-operative, cultural,
scientific societies, etc., the only political organization mentioned
is the Communist Party. This fact has led to many attacks upon
the new Soviet Constitution. It has been urged that the absence
of political parties other than the Communist Party makes Soviet
democracy nothing but a sham. "We cannot enter here into a full
discussion of this subject, but we would urge that in the last analysis
the party system in this and other countries is in the main the
natural expression of the struggle between the different classes into
which society is divided. But most socialists will surely also agree
that in the actual daily life of the workers political democracy
is very much restricted when unaccompanied by economic inde-
pendence. It is, of course, a valuable means of struggling for the
economic liberation of the workers; as such and to prevent the
triumph of the barbarous systems of Fascism and Nazidom it is
undoubtedly worth fighting for; but surely it can be conceded that
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